(A), short axis (B), exine thickness, and intine thickness were measured on at least 50 samples of pollen grains. The pollen terminology follows Faegri and Iversen (1975) and Punt et al. (2007) .
For the scanning electron microscopy (SEM) studies, mature seeds and pollen grains were mounted using double-sided tape on SEM stubs and coated with gold in a Polaron SC502 sputter coater. They were examined with a JEOL JSM 5500 LV SEM at 5 kV at Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam University.
Results
Astragalus topalanense Behçet & İlçim sp. nov. (Figures  1-6 , calyx 17-20 mm long, white hairy, teeth 10-12 mm (not 9-19 mm, spreading black and white hairy, teeth and 1.5-7 mm), standard 24-30 mm (not 18-22 mm). Also allied with A. macrouroides but it differs from A. macrouroides by its stipules 34-40 mm long (not 6-8 mm), leaflets in 14-25 pairs, linear-elliptic, 5-23 × 2.5-8 mm (not 7−12 pairs, 10−22 × 3−6 mm, elliptic-narrow elliptic), raceme 14-20 flowered (not 20-50 flowered), calyx 17-20 mm long, white hairy, teeth 10-12 mm (not 10-15 mm, white hairy, teeth 3-7 mm). Standard 24-30 mm (not 18-20 mm). 3.2. Description: PLANTS perennial, herbaceous, with a branched, woody caudex, scapose, with spreading, (1.5-2.5 mm long) white hairs (Figure 1) . STEMS 14-27 cm, the base covered with old petioles. STIPULES whitish 34-40 mm long, adnate to petiole for 5-12 mm, linear to linear lanceolate, long white hairy. LEAVES usually longer than scape, imparipinnate, 18-27 cm long, densely white hairy. LEAFLETS in 14-25 pairs, linear-elliptic, 5-23 × 2.5-8 mm, 0.5 mm mucronate at the apex, densely hairy on both sides. PEDUNCLE 18-24 cm, erect to ascending, covered with white long (1.5-2.5 mm) hairs, 1.5-2 mm thick at middle. RACEME first capitate 14-20 flowered, slightly elongating in fruit. Bracts 16-18 mm long on mature flowers, narrowly linear-lanceolate. Pedicels ca. 1 mm long, white hairy. Flowers erect to spreading. CALYX, 17-20 mm, campanulate, slightly gibbose, densely covered 
Distribution and suggested conservation status and ecology
The new species is endemic to Turkey, only known from Bingöl Province, east Anatolia, Turkey ( Figure 4 ) and belongs to the Irano-Turanian phytochorion. We recommend that the threatened category of Astragalus topalanense should be "Critically Endangered (CR)", because the estimated whole range is less than 10 km 2 and the distribution area of the species has high erosion pressure. Moreover, the area is heavily grazed by animals. We observed fewer than 50 individuals in the area (criteria B2 a b (i, iii) of IUCN 2013 
Etymology
The specific epithet is derived from the name of Topalan village in Bingöl Province, where the type was collected.
Discussion
The genus Astragalus is divided into 64 sections and represented by 475 taxa including 202 endemic species in the Flora of Turkey, with the majority occurring in the Irano-Turanian region (Karaman Erkul et al., 2015) . Since the first arrangement of the genus Astragalus, many new species have been described from Turkey (Ekim et al., 1991; Sümbül, 1991; Aytaç, 1997; Podlech and Aytaç, 1998; Adıgüzel, 1999; Poodlech, 1999; Akan and Civelek, 2001; Aytaç et al., 2001; Ekici and Aytaç, 2001; Aytaç and Ekici, 2002; Hamzaoglu and Kurt, 2002; Podlech and Sytin, 2002; Duman and Akan, 2003; Ghahremani-nejad and Behçet, 2003; Göktürk et al., 2003; Hamzaoglu, 2003; Ketenoglu and Menmen, 2003; Akan and Aytaç, 2004; Duran and Aytaç, 2005; Ertekin, 2006; Akpulat and Çelik, 2007; Dural et al., 2007; Akan et al., 2008; Ekici et al., 2008; Podlech and Ekici, 2008; Ghahremani-nejad, F et al., 2009; Özüdogru et al., 2011; Taeb and Uzunhisarcıklıoglu, 2012; Aytaç and Karaman Erkul, 2013; Dinç et al., 2013) .
Astragalus is the largest and most problematic genus in the world. The great diversity of the genus has attracted systematic studies. The section Malacothrix Bunge is represented by 14 taxa in the Flora of Turkey (Chamberlain and Matthews, 1969; Podlech and Ekici, 2008) . According to Taeb (2013 unpublished data) , the sect. Malacothrix is represented by 16 taxa and 10 of them are endemic to Turkey; the endemicity rate of this section is 62.5%.
This new species is close to the section Malacothrix with its acaulescent habit, simple hairs, and pedunculate inflorescence. However, this new species differs from the section Malacothrix by its longer calyx and corolla. It also allied with the section Hypoglottidei with its nonelongating raceme in fruit. However, when we examined the Flora of Turkey and Flora Iranica we observed there are remarkable similarities between some species of the sect. Hypoglottidei with members of the sect. Malacothrix, such as A. macrostachys DC., A. eriopodus Boiss., and A. macrourus. Within the section Malacothrix, the new species is very similar to A. macrouroides and A. macrourus. According to Davis et al. (1988) , A. macrouroides is endemic to Turkey and distributed in Malatya Province. A. macrourus is not endemic to Turkey but its main distribution center is in east Anatolia (Figure 3) . A detailed comparison of the species is given in the Table. The pollen grains of the new species are radially symmetrical, isopolar, and tricolporate ( Figure 5 ). The pollen shape in this new species is subprolate. The sizes of the pollen grains polar (P) × equatorial axis (E) are 46.5 × 29.15 5 µm. The ratio of P to E is 1.59. Exine surface
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